
Charge Against The 
Killer Of Lee Harvey 

Dallas, Jan. 3 UP>— Jack Ruby, 
the killer of President Kennedy's 
accused assassin, died today, rav- 
aged by cancer and finally killed 
by a blood clot. 

He insisted to the end that he 
was part of no plot, that he acted 
alone, and that an accident of 
timing and a surge of blinding 
passion caused him to shoot Lee 
Harvey Oswald. 

After 3 Years In Jail 

A pudgy tough from Chicago’s 
South Side, Ruby died after more 
than three years in jail— and only 
a month or so short of a second 
trial. 

Because of his death, Henry 
Wade, district attorney, said he 
would dismiss the murder charge 
against Ruby. 

3)f course Jack died not a con- 
victed man,” his Dallas attorney, 
Phil Burleson, said. 

Ruby had been convicted of mur- 
dering Oswald and given a death 
sentence in his first trial in Dallas 
in March, 1964. 

Will Go To Chicago 

His body will be sent to Chicago 
for funeral services. 

Dr. Eugene Frenkel said an au- 
topsy showed the immediate cause 
of death was a blood clot that 
broke loose in Ruby’s right leg and 
coursed into a lung. 

The autopsy also showed exten- 
sive cancer “in both of his lungs, 
in the lymph nodes and through 
the liver.” Earlier doctors had 
said Ruby’s pancreas was also 
cancerous. 

Doctors said Ruby’s steadily 
weakening condition and loss of 
a pound a day for the past two 
weeks prompted them to summon 
his family to the hospital over the 
New Year’s weekend. 

20 Specialists Tried 

Today nearly twenty specialists 
from the University of Texas 
Southwestern Medical School and 
Parkland Hospital were at his bed- 
side. giving closed heart massage 
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BEGINNING OF END — November, 1963, 
■ photograph shows Jack Ruby shooting ac- 


cused presidential assassin Lee Oswald in 
Dallas, where Ruby himself died yesterday. 
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Died in Same Hospital 
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President Kennedy. 

Ruby shot Oswald as the ac- 
cused assassin was being led 
through the basement of the Dal- 
las City Jail for transfer to the 
County Jail. 

Oswald died in Parkland Hospi- 
tal, the city-county hospital where 
President Kennedy had been pro- 
nounced dead two days earlier. 

Ruby was taken to the county 
jail and had remained there until 
he was taken to Parkland, where 
he, too, died at 10.30 A.M. (C.S.T.), 
today. 

Chief Justice Earl Warren , per 
sonally interviewed Ruby a^ 


chairman of the 
which investigated the assass ina 


tion.- 

Ruby insisted there w as no con- 
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Jack Ruby Dies , Maintaining To The End 
He Was Not Part Of Any Assassination Plot( 


Dallas Drops Murder 




( Continued from Page A 1) 

spiracy. He said he killed Oswald 
to spare Mrs. Jacquelin Kennedy, 
the anguish of having to come to 
Dallas to testify. At other times, 
he said he killed Oswald “to show 
the world that Jews have guts.” 

It was reported that during his 
time in jail Ruby had hallucina- 
tions that Jews were being perse- 
cuted because of what he had" 
done. 

Ruby denied knowing Oswald 
and denied knowing J. D. Tippit, 
the Dallas Policeman whom Os- 
wald also was charged with shoot- 
ing to death on an Oak Cliff street 
soon after the assassination. 

Requested Polygraph 
One of his last requests in the 
hospital was for a lie-detector test 
which he hoped would prove once 
and for all that there was no con- 
spiracy. But polygraph experts 
and doctors said the advanced 
sate of his cancer and the drugs 
psed for treating it would make 
such a test meaningless. 

Ruby was taken to the hospital 
December 9 after jail doctors had 
treated him for about 3 weeks for 
a severe cold. 

The hospital announced an ad- 
mission diagnosis of pneumonia 
and listed Ruby as in serious con- 
dition. Some 24 hours later, doc- 
tors said he had cancer. Exten- 
sive examination showed that the 
malignancy had invaded his pan- 
creas r lungs and lymph glands— 
and was so widespread that its 
source could not be determined. 

Chemicals Only Hope 
Doctors said this meant that 
surgery and X-ray treatment 
were impossible and that all they 
could do was try, without any real 
hope, to arrest the cancer with 
chemicals. 

The Texas Court of Criminal 
Appeals last November ordered a 
second trial for Ruby in a differ- 
ent city. The Court said the Cri- 
minal District judge, Joe B. 
Brown, of Dallas, erred in not or- 
dering the first trial moved from 
Dallas and in admitting police 
testimony about what Ruby did 
and said after too much time had 
passed for this to be considered 
part of the crime itself. 

Judge Louis Holland, of Mon- 
tague, who had taken over the 
case, ordered the second trial 
held in Wichita Falls, 135 milea 
northwest of Dallas, and indicated 
the trial would be set for Febru- 
ary or March. 

But from the time the cancer 
diagnosis was announced it was 
evident that Ruby would never be 
able to stand trial again. > 

Ip his first trial. Melvin . Belli, 
defense attorney. introduce iLvolu- 
minous testimony by ps ycholo- 
gists and psychiatrists and_e lec- 
tric tracings of Ruby’s sp rain 
waves— all intend ^ tp proveJ.hat 
Ruhv suff ered from a -rare ail- 
mpnt known as p^yrhnmntor 


he acted as if he were 
rationally but actul 
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y was in. a 


lugue state or blackout— behaving 


as atuiutomaton. 


The defense contended it was in 


such a blacked-out state Th at. 


Ruby lcillpf i 


Changed Moods 


At the time of the shooting, 
Ruby was 52, a squat, husky man 
who acted as his own bouncer and 
might unpredictably throw a pa- 
tron out of his joint for looking 
“at the girls wrong* or might, 
like a Damon Runyon character, 
turn around and “give you the 
shirt off his back.” 

He usually carried a pistol, 
friends said, probably because he 
also carried large sums of money 
But nobody had ever known him 
to use the pistol until he killed 
Oswald with it 
Ruby said the chance that 
brought him face to face with Os- 
wald was a decision to make an 
illegal left turn. 

He said he was on his way to 
the downtown Western Union of- 
fice a block west of the Police 
Station, to send a money-order 
loan to one of his strippers who 
needed $25 to pay her rent. 

As he passed the police station, 
he decided to make an illegal left 
turn across Main street into a 
parking lot, he said, and as he 
returned to his car he decided to 
see what the crowd was doing in 
the jail basement. 

It was then nearly 11.20 A.M., 
and Oswald’s transfer, Ruby re- 
called was “supposed to be” at 10 
o’clock: 

In a recording made secretly in 
his hospital room,’ according ttr 


Gertz, who headed Ruby’s finaf 


an illegal turn behind the bus to 
the parking lot, had I gone the 
way I was supposed to go straight 
down Main street, I’d of never, I 
would never have met this fate 
because the difference in meeting 
this fate was 30 seconds one way 
or the other.” 

Ruby fired the fatal shot at 
11.20 A.M., sealed Oswald’s lips, 
cut off the world from a chance 


to examine the accused assassin ... 
in court, intensified rumors of a 
conspiracy— and became the T first 
murderer in history to commit 
his crime before a nation-wide 
television audience of millions. No 
murder in all history was , ever 
viewed by so many people. - 
Born March 25, 1911, in the 
Maxwell street slum of Chicago, 
Ruby was the sixth of 9 children 
of an immigrant Polish carpenLer, 
Joe Rubenstein, and his wife, 
Fannie. i • 

His- real name as Jake Ruben- 
stein. ' . 

Even when he was 10, his broth* *, 
er Earl said, “he was always get- 
ting into fights and winning 
them.” 

His parents separated when 
Ruby was 12 and he was placed in 
a foster home. 

He dropped out of high school 
at 16 and worked at. odd jobs Jike 
scalping tickets to sports events. 

Moved To San Francisco 
In 1933, he moved to San Fran- 
cisco and sold newspaper sub- 
scriptions door to door. 

Four years later, he returned to 
Chicago and helped organize a 
junkyard workers union. But nis 
partner in the union, Leon R. 
Cooke, died and Ruby went back 
to selling almost anything until he 
was drafted in 1941. He was 
trained as an Army Air Force 
mechanic and was discharged in 
1946 without ever having gone 
overseas. 

He came to Dallas to join his 
sister Eva, and in 1947 they open- 
ed two night clubs. Ruby devoted 
most of his time to the downtown 
strip joint, the Carousel Club. 
“Wanted To Be Liked” 

“Ur vrnnfrti In tr 
was.” said a friend w ho knp.wJtim 

at the Carou sel^iiuhy_ifte^^ 


ed the Police Station, and koine 


legal staff. Ruby said: “The in* 7 policemen visited the CarouseL of- 
nic part of this is, hadn’t I made ten. i 


* ten, i. 

1 The Carousel stayed open a few 
weeks after Ruby’s" arrest. 

It closed and then reopened and 
finally closed again for lack of a 
beer license. 

Now the former walkup strip 
joint on Commerce street is the 
Police Athletic League gym — 
where the cops teach tough kids 
from the slums to take care of 
themselves. 
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